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INTENSIVE
CONSTRUCTION 
LAW – ISSUES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

6 
CPD hours

October 2019

IN THIS INTENSIVE

Practical guidance and insights to help 
you provide the best advice for your 
construction and infrastructure clients. 

Programme highlights include:

• Current issues and opportunities for 
the construction and infrastructure 
sector

• Procurement models

• Effective use of dispute resolution

• Case law developments



CONSTRUCTION LAW – ISSUES 
AND OPPORTUNITIES 
FROM THE CHAIR

It is a challenging time for the construction industry. There are high 
levels of activity in the industry but there have also been some  
high-profile corporate failures amongst the ranks of the head 
contractors. Questions have arisen as to procurement methods, the 
appropriate allocation of risk on projects, and the availability of 
insurance in the market. 

This intensive explores and analyses these issues and recent 
developments in the law. The intensive will also look to the future, 
considering the Government’s role in the industry and how things 
can be done better to ensure successful project outcomes, efficient 
resolution of disputes and the wellbeing of industry participants. 
Please join us to discuss and debate these important matters and to 
network with your colleagues. 

Andrew Skelton

6 
CPD hours

PROGRAMME

8.30-9.00  REGISTRATION

9.00-9.05  INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Chair – Andrew Skelton

9.05-10.05 SESSION 1: TAKING THE PULSE

  What are key challenges and opportunities facing the 
construction and infrastructure sector in 2019? From health 
and safety to construction failures, to new procurement 
initiatives and the Construction Accord. Two of New 
Zealand’s leading construction lawyers will provide valuable 
insights from their “on the ground” recent experience, and 
observations on potential opportunities and solutions. 

Presenters  Matt Maling 
Michael Weatherall

10.05-10.35 MORNING TEA



10.35-11.20 SESSION 2: INSOLVENCY IN THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR

  Construction is a sector under pressure and insolvencies are 
unfortunately not uncommon. This session will discuss some 
recent legal developments in construction insolvencies 
including the retentions regime, voidable transactions and 
directors’ liability and discuss how you can best position 
your client in an insolvency situation.

Presenter  Rachel Pinny

11.20-12.05 SESSION 3: CONSTRUCTION SECTOR INSURANCE UPDATE

  John will provide a big picture overview of the state of the 
New Zealand insurance industry including construction 
portfolio shifts and policy trends around coverage, risks, 
indemnities and claims.

Presenter  John Lucas

12.05-12.50 LUNCH

12.50-1.35 SESSION 4: CASE LAW UPDATE

 This session will cover recent developments including 
the termination of construction contracts (Custom Street 
Hotel Ltd v Plus Construction NZ Ltd [2018] NZCA 36), 
performance bonds (Arrow International (NZ) Limited 
(in liq.) v NZ Project 29 Limited [2019] NZHC 1326) and 
reflections on the penalty doctrine and liquidated damages 
(127 Hobson Street Ltd v Honey Bees Preschool Ltd [2019] 
NZCA 122).

Presenter  Polly Pope

1.35-2.25 SESSION 5: CONSTRUCTION PROCUREMENT MODELS – 
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

 A panel discussion exploring procurement models for a 
healthy and sustainable New Zealand construction industry

•  What has worked well in the past and what hasn’t?
•  What role does “collaborative contracting” have to play 

in the future?

Panellists  Amanda Greenwood
 David Kelly 

Sarah Sinclair 
 Andrew Skelton



2.25-2.55  AFTERNOON TEA

 2.55-3.25 SESSION 6: MENTAL WELLBEING AT WORK

 Mental wellbeing is becoming a hot topic in workplaces. 
Maintaining a mentally healthy workplace and staying 
mentally healthy as an individual are challenging goals 
in stressful work environments like law and construction. 
Promoting wellbeing has been shown to reduce accidents, 
improve performance and decrease risks of mental and 
physical illness. This session presents some simple science-
based models to understand mental wellbeing at work and 
some practical ways to stay mentally healthy.

Presenter  Hugh Norriss

3.25-4.10 SESSION 7: MAKING THE BEST USE OF ARBITRATION IN 
CONSTRUCTION DISPUTES

 Arbitration is an important dispute resolution process in the 
construction industry. This session will explore how you can 
get the best out of the process. New methods offer speed, 
efficiency and the opportunity to keep arbitration costs 
proportional to the amount at stake. 

Presenter Robert Fisher QC

4.10-4.55 SESSION 8: CONSTRUCTION ADJUDICATIONS – TIPS AND 
TRICKS

 Following on from the previous session, the presenters will 
explore how to effectively use the adjudication process to 
resolve disputes:

•  Practical tips and best practice
•  How to strategically navigate common issues.

Presenters  Graeme Christie 
Jo-Anne Knight

4.55-5.00 SUMMARY OF THE DAY – CHAIR: ANDREW SKELTON

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers apply. Registrations will be accepted on a first-
come/first-served basis. Registrations close 10 working days before the presentation date (the closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right to 
cancel any session that does not reach the budgeted minimum number of registrations. This decision will be made on the closing date and a full 
refund will be made to each registrant of the cancelled session. If you cancel your registration before the closing date, a refund will be made, less 
a $100 administration fee. After the closing date, there will be no refund. You may transfer your registration to another person until five working 
days before the presentation. Please advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in writing of the change.



PRESENTERS

CHAIR

Andrew Skelton, Capital Chambers, Wellington
Andrew is a barrister specialising in civil litigation and arbitration, 
particularly in the areas of construction, property, leases, procurement 
and disciplinary proceedings. He is an Associate of the Arbitrators’ 
and Mediators’ Institute of New Zealand and a member of the AMINZ 
Arbitration Panel and Adjudicators List. Andrew is also a panel arbitrator 
for the New Zealand Dispute Resolution Centre and the New Zealand  

              International Arbitration Centre, and a panel arbitrator and adjudicator for  
              the Building Disputes Tribunal. 

Graeme Christie, Bankside Chambers, Auckland
Graeme practises as an arbitrator and an adjudicator, as well as appearing 
as counsel. He has more than 30 years’ experience acting for principals, 
consultants, contractors, and subcontractors, specialising in construction 
law. 

Amanda Greenwood, General Counsel – Construction,  
The Fletcher Construction Company Limited, Auckland
Amanda leads a team of lawyers providing practical legal solutions for 
the procurement and delivery of Fletcher Construction’s Projects in 
New Zealand and the South Pacific. She has also worked in the Middle 
East, United Kingdom and Australia advising clients on a wide variety of 
construction and engineering projects and disputes, including renewable 
energy, rail, roading and water infrastructure. Amanda is an experienced 
litigator and an accredited mediator.

Robert Fisher QC, Bankside Chambers, Auckland
Robert is an arbitrator, mediator, former judge, and resolver of 
construction disputes. He is a regular writer and presenter on arbitration, 
mediation and legal topics. 

David Kelly, Chief Executive, Registered Master Builders’ 
Association, Auckland
Prior to talking up his current role, David was a Deputy Chief Executive for 
the Department of Building and Housing and subsequently Director of the 
Canterbury Recovery Programme for the Ministry of Business, Innovation 
and Employment. Going back further, David held a number of senior roles 
in local government including that of Chief Executive of South Waikato 
District Council.



PRESENTERS

Jo-Anne Knight, Simpson Grierson, Auckland
Jo-Anne is a partner in Simpson Grierson’s litigation department, 
specialising in construction disputes. She has over 20 years’ experience 
acting for contractors, principals, local authorities and consultants in the 
full range of building and infrastructure disputes.  

Rachel Pinny, Thorndon Chambers, Wellington
Rachel has over 15 years’ experience in insolvency. She regularly acts for 
banks and insolvency practitioners, including in some of New Zealand’s 
most complex insolvencies.

John Lucas, Insurance Manager, Insurance Council of  
New Zealand (ICNZ), Wellington
John facilitates several ICNZ technical working committees. He is the 
ICNZ spokesperson for property, marine and motor insurance issues and 
takes a leading role coordinating the industry response to an Insurance 
emergency event. John is also a Senior Associate of the Australian and 
New Zealand Institute of Insurance and Finance.

Matt Maling, Lane Neave, Christchurch
Matt is a specialist construction lawyer and leads Lane Neave’s building 
and construction team. He has a Masters in construction law and is a 
multiple construction law prize winner (University of Melbourne). Matt is a 
member of the Society of Construction Law (NZ), an associate member of 
AMINZ and a director of New Zealand Opera.

Hugh Norriss, Workplace Wellbeing Consultant, New Zealand
Hugh is an independent workplace wellbeing programme consultant 
with over 20 years’ senior management experience in the delivery and 
development of mental health services and mental wellbeing programmes.



PRESENTERS

Polly Pope, Russell McVeagh, Auckland
Polly is a partner at Russell McVeagh, whose commercial disputes practice 
has a particular focus on infrastructure and construction, insolvency, and 
regulatory disputes. She is a fellow of AMINZ and a recipient of the Sir 
Ronald Davison Award for Excellence in Arbitral Award Writing.

Sarah Sinclair, MinterEllisonRuddWatts, Auckland
Sarah is a highly-regarded construction, infrastructure and major projects 
specialist. She is the Chair of the leading law firm MinterEllisonRuddWatts 
and also a Partner in its construction and infrastructure team.

Michael Weatherall, Simpson Grierson, Auckland
Michael heads Simpson Grierson’s construction law team, and has over 25 
years specialising in construction law. He is a past President of the New 
Zealand Society of Construction Law, was a member of the Standards 
New Zealand – NZS 3910 Committee, and is the co-author of Kennedy-
Grant and Weatherall on Construction Law (Lexis Nexis, 2017). 

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this intensive you will:
•  Be alerted to and updated on recent issues in the 

construction industry and construction law and how these 
are or could be addressed.

•  Reinforce your understanding of the fundamentals of 
various aspects of construction law and practice.

WHO  
SHOULD  
ATTEND

All building and construction lawyers, as well as litigators, 
property, commercial and insurance lawyers with involvement 
in this area should attend. Engineers, quantity surveyors, 
project managers and architects will also find this intensive of 
benefit.



REGISTER, PAY &  
VIEW PROGRAMME ONLINE 

www.lawyerseducation.co.nz

CONSTRUCTION LAW – ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City:
Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

REGISTER ME FOR

  CHRISTCHURCH
       RYDGES LATIMER

23 OCTOBER

  AUCKLAND
       CROWNE PLAZA

24 OCTOBER

  LIVE WEB STREAM 
       YOUR COMPUTER 

24 OCTOBER

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm 
Wednesday 23 October

FEE (Incl GST) – includes book and all catering

Early Bird BY 25 September or AFTER 25 September

NZLS/Associate members   $675   $725

 Non-members   $735   $785

Live Web Stream   $655   $705

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00  
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Card security code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Signature:
Mastercard

Amex 

BOOK – pricing for intensive registrants only

Books are now available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

Intensive Fee Book – Both Hard Copy and PDF            Total Due

$ + $ =     $

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO:  
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration 
form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the  
sponsors only.    

  
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my contact      

          details.

BOOK

Books are available in Hard Copy, PDF 
or Both. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy
Your book will be given to you when 
you register on the day.
PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of the 
book 3 working days before the event.
Both Hard Copy & PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of the 
book 3 working days before the event, 
and can collect the hard copy book 
when you register on the day.

+


